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Regulatory Challenges to the use of Fluoropolymers in 

the Coatings Industry



ACA in Brief

• Founded in 1888

• Industry Trade Association with Four Targeted Affiliates

• Representing more than 90% of U.S. coatings production

• Membership – Coatings Manufacturers, Raw Material Suppliers, 

Chemical Distributors, Adhesive and Sealant Manufacturers, S&T 

Professionals

• Headquarters – Washington D.C.

• 85 staff professionals



ACA Areas of Focus

• Advocacy and Compliance with Focus on Health, Safety and Environmental 

Issues at International, Federal, State, and Municipal Levels 

• Sustainability and Stewardship

• Science and Technology

• Business Intelligence/Market Data and Analysis

• Communications/Industry Promotion



World Coatings Council

• Established in 1992, the council ensures that 
industry coordinates the development of industry 
policy on international issues 

• Granted NGO status in 2005 from the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council

• Sixteen association members representing all 
areas of globe

• All members pay annual dues based on the size 
of their organizations.

• ACA serves as Secretariat and provides staffing
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PaintCare

• Formed in 2009, Subsidiary of ACA; nonprofit [501(c)3]
• Producer responsibility organization (PRO) – implement requirements 

of paint stewardship laws for architectural paint manufacturers



PaintCare Programs  
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Fluoropolymer Alternatives?
No industrial scaled materials are currently available that could replace 
fluoropolymers. 

While some potential alternatives might meet one or a few of the desired 
performance characteristics, none meet all desired performance 
characteristics. 

Superior performance characteristics of fluoropolymers:
• Maintains performance at high temperatures, exceeding 260 

degrees Celsius.
• Resistance to UV radiation.
• Low weight.
• Considerable strength and durability.





Fluoropolymer Alternatives?
The use of alternative technologies in favor of fluoropolymers could 

result in several economic implications, including production and 

performance efficiency losses, increased capital and maintenance 

costs, and regression of current technologies. Alternative 

technologies used in favor of fluoropolymers could also pose indirect 

economic implications, including potential higher safety risks, 

increases in emissions, and impacts to technical advancement.

(Department of Energy, Assessment of Fluoropolymer Production 

and Use With Analysis of Alternative Replacement Materials, 

January, 2024, Section 5.2.2.) 

https://www.osti.gov/biblio/2370520








PFAS Federal and State Restrictions

I. Federal Level:
• TSCA reporting of manufacture and import of PFAS due May 2025, 10-year look back period.
• National Drinking Water Standards for PFOA, PFOS and 4 others are lowest globally.
• Designation of PFOA and PFOS as “hazardous” for site clean-up and remediation (CERCLA).
• Proposal to list wastes with PFOA, PFOS and possibly other PFAS as “hazardous.”

II. State Level:
• Bans for all products with “intentionally added PFAS” in Maine and Minnesota, effective Jan 2032.
• State definitions include single C-F molecules.
• Earlier bans on specialty products: textiles, cookware, juvenile products, leather treatments, etc.
• Product reporting requirements and transparency in Maine and Minnesota.

III. Key Challenges:
• Definition of PFAS/fluoropolymers
• Scope of reportable information, confidentiality of information.
• Public of reported information
• Identification of PFAS in trace amounts.
• Exemptions for “currently unavoidable use”: exemption criteria, duration of exemption, etc.
• Reporting fees.



ACA’s Regulatory 
Goals

The evidence 
supports segregation 
of fluoropolymers in 
a regulatory 
framework with 
reasonable 
guardrails. 
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