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Amy Bhesania, EPA Region 7

Director, Environmental Justice, Community
Engagement and Environmental Review Division

bhesania.amy@epa.gov




PRIORITIES

/. Embed EJ as part of all EPA work

M Meaningful Engagement

> Cumulative Impacts
1 Civil Rights




$2 billion in Community Change Grants

— COMMUNITY Cultivating Healthy

CHANGE GRANTS )M Environments
Envirc::méntal and Climate Justice " TCGM: REGION 7

Orzzm® $600 million inGrantMaker Subgrants




Clifton Hills Alton Park Thread Trag\&f}

AChattanooga,
Tennessee

ADevelop a 2.8nile trail

AExpand greenspace &
tree canopy

Almprove stormwater &
floodplain
management




Vulnerable to Vibrant: Power for Change

N\
% Community solar energy system

\

AHouston, Texas Plant 10,000 trees for shade and
flood mitigation

[
Reduce illegal dumping

/




Improving Tribal Access to Energy Efficiency anc
Weatherization Infrastructure

AWork with 35 federally recognized Tribes across Wisconsin, Michigan,
Minnesota

Energy Efficiency & Weatherization Upgrades in Homes

wlimprove indoor air quality
wlLower energy costs

Leadership Development Training for Tribal Energy Champions

wBuild capacity to access additional funding sources
wlimplement projects to strengthen climate resilience and reduce pollution



Spokane Climate Resilience Project

ASpokane, Washington

AReduce indoor air pollution and energy costs by retrofitting
hundreds of homes with heat pumps and higality air

filtration systems
ABuild the capacity of five community resilience hubs by @

installing microgrid infrastructure
AEstablish a Community Resilience Network

AEstablish a fund to support community organizations' work
to strengthen Spokane's climate resilience and mitigate

location pollution



Building Democratic Systems
for a Climate Resilient
Cleveland

ACleveland, Ohio

AEngage residents of eight
historically disadvantaged
neighborhoods in municipal
decision making and
planning processes related
to parks and greenspaces
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Inform

“Here’s what's
happening”

Consult Involve Collaborate Empower

“Here are some “Here’s a “Let’s work “You care
options, whatdo  problem, what together to solve about this Issue
you think?” Ideas do this problem.” and are leading
you have?” an Initiative,
how can we

support you?”

« Community «Task Force
Advisory
Committee

« Consensus
Bullding

« Co-Design

Adapted from the |IAP2 spectrum of public participation

PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION
SPECTRUM




Disproportionate & Cumulative Impacts

Individual ™

Individual o
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EXe% e Gender, Genetics P9
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SEPA

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

RESEARCH

Recommendations for EPA's
Office of Research and Development

E.O. 13985
EQUITY ACTION PLAN:

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
APRIL 2022

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
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Join EPA

Region 7

Community Join Email Lis
Informatiomn

Guicde



