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Today’s Presentation 

• Renewal Process  

• Tips 

• Confidentiality 

• Review Process 

• Public Notice 

• Issuance 

• Revisions 
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Today’s Presentation 

• If you have questions during the presentation, please 

enter them in the chat box. 

• For any questions you have after the presentations is 

over, please email your detailed question to 

NDEE.AirQuality@nebraska.gov   
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Why Does My Permit Need to be Renewed? 

– An operating permit is the current ‘snapshot’ of facility 

operations for the permit’s term 

• Facility operations change during term 

• Regulations and applicability change during term 

• Control technology 

• Trends in: 

– New understanding of source/emission unit potential 

– National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 

– Compliance 
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Class I permits have a fixed five-year term 

• What’s New? 

– Synthetic minor sources for a term not to exceed 10 years 

– True minor sources for the life of the source 

– If the source is a municipal power plant or a mobile power 

generator, or has a general operating permits for an incinerator – 

these permits may be issued for the life of the source 

– Director may still issue an operating permit for a shorter duration  
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• When Do I Renew?  

– Permit expiration – application must be submitted no less than 

6 months and no more than 18 months prior to expiration 

date (Chapter 6, Section 002.01C) 

• 002.01C For purposes of permit renewal, a timely application is one 

that is submitted at least six months prior to the date of permit 

expiration or such longer time as may be approved by the Director 

after notice to the permittee that ensures that the permit will not 

expire before the permit is renewed. In no event shall this time be 

greater than 18 months. 
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• When Do I Renew?  

– Timely submittal ensures continuous compliance 

• ‘Application Shield’ 

• Facility in compliance provided they follow expired permit until 

renewed permit issued 

– Late Applications 

• No Application Shield 

• Facility out of compliance; operating without a permit 

• Chapter 6, Section 002.01C 
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Wait a minute…I thought permit expiration was covered in 

Chapter 7, Section 002.06, not Chapter 6???   

– Using the Title 129 crosswalk: 

• Step 1: Click on the tab corresponding to the previous chapter 

reference (in this case, Chapter 7) 

• Step 2: Locate the old section number (002.06) 

• Step 3: See the new location in Column B (Chapter 6, Section 002.01C) 

• Step 4: View any additional information provided in Column C  
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Wait a minute… 

– Using the Title 129 crosswalk: 

• Step 1: Click on the tab 

corresponding to the previous 

chapter reference (in this case, 

Chapter 7) 
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Wait a minute… 

– Using the Title 129 crosswalk: 

• Step 2: Locate the old section 

number (002.06) 
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Operating Permits – Renewal Process 

• Wait a minute… 

– Using the Title 129 crosswalk: 

• Step 3: See the new location in 

Column B (Chapter 6, Section 

002.01C) 

11 



Operating Permits – Renewal Tips 

• The permitting process can vary in time, depending on 

various factors 

– Construction projects nearing completion 

– Numerous changes to OP 

– Lack of information 

– Lags in correspondence 

– Staffing levels 

• The following are some common tips facilities can take… 
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Putting the Application Together – Tips 

• Submit a timely application! 

– Pre-application meeting 

– Permitting assistance 

• Identify emission points and units consistently 

– Emission unit: stationary source generating emissions (e.g., 

diesel generator) 

– Emission point: emission stack for emission unit(s) 
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Application Process – Tips 

• Identify insignificant activities 

– Section 1.3 of OP application 

– Low emitting equipment 

• Space heaters 

• Storage tanks 

– Excerpt: See Section 1.3 

instructions for exhaustive list 

• What to include and not to include 

in application 
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Application Process – Tips 

• Include calculations and 

emission factor citations 

• Sources: 

– Emission tests 

– Manufacturer certification 

– AP-42 
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Application Process – Tips 

• Identify any changes 

during permit term 

– New/revised construction 

permits 

– Partial modifications to 

operating permit sections 

• Identify no changes 

during permit term 
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Application Process – Tips 

• Make it easy on 

yourself! 

– Check out our simplified 

renewal process 

– Form 8 
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Application Process – Confidentiality 

• Claims of Confidentiality related to trade secrets might 

be made in limited circumstances for records furnished 

to or obtained by NDEE. 

• NDEE’s formal procedures for addressing confidentiality 

claims is described in Title 115 – Rules of Practice and 

Procedure 

– See also: ‘Confidentiality Claims’ guidance document 
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Application Process – Confidentiality 

• Not a guarantee! 

– What cannot be held confidential? 

• Name of owner/operator 

• Location of facility 

• Emissions information such as: 

– PTE 

– Actual emission rates (tpy) 

– Pollutants being emitted 
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Application Process – Tips 

• Ensure permit application is 

complete and accurate 

– Responsible Official (RO) 

Certification Statement 

• Duty to supplement and correct 

– Be proactive 

– Respond to inquiries for 

additional information 
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Permit Renewal – NDEE Process 

• Receipt of application 

– Project number assigned 

– Application review for technical completeness 

– Assigned to permit writer; initial contact 

– Drafting begins 

• Tips 

– Respond to permit writer questions in timely manner 

– Be proactive 
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Permit Renewal – Review Process 

• Operating Permit package - draft reviews prior to 

public notice 

– Peer review 

– Compliance review 

– Source review 

• Tips 

– Be proactive; read and make comments on the draft permit 

– Understand the permit thoroughly 
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Permit Renewal – Public Notice 

• 30-day Public Notice begins 

• Possible reviews/delays 

– EPA review – 45 days – Class I 

– Objections within 60 days of end of EPA’s 45-day review – 

Class I 

– Request for Public Hearing 

– Response to comments from Public Notice and/or hearing 

• Plan ahead! 
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Permit Renewal – Permit Issuance 

• Permit and accompanying documents finalized and 

issued 

• Permit package sent to facility 

– Operating Permit 

– Fact Sheet  

– Attachments 

• Tip: Review and understand permit 

• Tip: Keep permit on file and available for reference 
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What about a Permit Revision? 

• There are now both minor 

and significant permit 

revision request forms 

• Significant revisions now 

use Form 9 

• Minor revisions still use 

the forms they did 

previously 
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Questions? 
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• Visit the NDEE Assistance Webpage: 

– http://dee.ne.gov/NDEQProg.nsf/OnWeb/Assistance 

• Email the Air Program:  

– NDEE.AirQuality@nebraska.gov  

• Call Us:  (402) 471-2186 
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