
Quick Reference Guides for 
RCRA Contingency Plans 

Tips & Tricks 
September 14, 2022 

 

Taylor Wilson, P.E. – Managing Consultant & BCS Manager 



► Taylor Wilson, P.E. 

• Office Location: Kansas City 

• Contact Number: 913-731-1968 

• twilson@trinityconsultants.com   

► Variety of project experiences 

• Multi-media auditing  

• RCRA 

• SPCC & FRP 

• TRI Reporting 

• SWPPP 

• CFATS 

 

Introduction 
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1. Quick Reference Guide Background 

2. Hazardous Wastes – Layman’s Terms 

3. Defining Special/Unique Exposures 

4. Site Maps 

5. Concluding Thoughts 

Agenda 



► April 2022 Memo on Quick 
Reference Guide FAQs 
mentions 22 times to 
coordinate with your local 
emergency response agencies 

• The memo is 10 pages long! 

• RO 14943 

But First – Today’s Theme! 



► Generator Improvements Rule 
• Proposed September 25, 2015 
• Published November 28, 2016 
• Effective May 30, 2017 

► Major generator changes: 
• Reorganization of regulations 
• Episodic generation provisions 
• Container labeling – hazards 
• LQGs – Quick Reference 

Guides 
• SQGs – renotifications 
• “Accurate” waste 

determinations 

Quick Reference Guide 
- Background 



► Iowa – immediately adopted 

• Effective 2017 

► Missouri – not yet adopted (~18 months) 

► Kansas – targeting 2023 for formal 
proposal of adopting regulations 

• 2022 – targeting draft of regulations 
and economic impact statement for 
informal review 

► Nebraska – not yet adopted (TBD) 

Quick Reference Guide - Background 

Source: https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/where-
hazardous-waste-generator-improvements-rule-effect 



Quick Reference Guide – Required Elements 
40 CFR 262.262(b) 



► Contingency plans are too long to be useful in 
practice (at least for initial responses) 

• “QRGs should contain enough detail to be 
useful without being unwieldy” – April 2022 FAQ 
Memo 

► Need a concise summary that emergency 
responders can utilize quickly 

► Recall today’s theme: coordinate with your 
local emergency responders! 

 

Quick Reference Guide (QRG) – Why Is This 
Needed? 80 FR 57959 



► Need to identify the types/names of hazardous waste in layman’s 
terms and the associated hazards; also need maximum onsite 

• “Toxic paint wastes, spent ignitable solvent, corrosive acid” 

► FAQ #7 – regulations do NOT require specifying the SAA 
associated with these HW descriptions (i.e., frequent changes in 
SAA waste accumulation types should not result in frequent QRG 
updates) 

  

 

 

 

 

Types/Names of HWs in “Layman’s Terms” 
40 CFR 262.262(b)(1) & (2) 



EPA Region 7 Example 

UN & ERG numbers helpful 
Significant non-RCRA hazard 

Not technically 

required per FAQ 



► Ultimate goal – determine the 
guide number to determine 
response procedures 

• UN/NA number is helpful 

Recall the ERG Flowchart 

Source: 2020 Emergency Response Guidebook (DOT, 
PHMSA) 



► Need to identify any hazardous wastes where exposure requires “unique” 
or “special” treatment by medical or hospital staff 

► FAQ #2 – specifies three factors to consider when making this 
determination: 

• Are first responders and/or medical facilities likely to have the required 
treatment in their inventories? (e.g., hydrofluoric acid burns require 
calcium compounds that ambulances and some hospitals do not keep in 
stock) 

• Will local emergency responders need special PPE (e.g., respirators, 
hazmat suits, etc.) to enter the facility, treat a patient, or otherwise 
respond to any incidents? 

• Could an exposed patient or first responder spread contamination to 
outside locations or other personnel when transported away from the 
scene? (e.g., chemical weapons decommissioning facility may need to 
notify hospitals of decontamination procedures) 

“Unique” or “Special” Treatment 
40 CFR 262.262(b)(3) 



EPA Region 7 Example 
Not technically 

required 

Work with local responders to properly complete 



► Remains tricky to decipher – 
coordination through local 
responders remains the best path 

• Check SDSs 

• Check DOT/PHMSA ERG 

► Best practice? – including response 
and treatment procedures for all 
hazardous waste types 

• Negative – removes emphasis from 
“unique” or “special” treatment 
(separate column alleviates this) 

• Positive – thorough  

“Unique” or “Special” Treatment Interpretation 



► DOT/PHMSA ERG Example – “do not 
perform mouth-to-mouth resuscitation if 
victim ingested or inhaled the 
substance” 

• ERG 111, 117-119, 123-125, 131-132, 
134, 137, 139, 142, 144, 151-157, 173 

◆ Arsenic (various) (D004) 

◆ Barium Compounds, N.O.S. (D005) 

◆ Cadmium Compounds (D006) 

◆ Carbon Tetrachloride (D019) 

◆ Chloroform (D022) 

◆ Chromium oxychloride, but NOT chromium 
trioxide (anhydrous) (D007) 

◆ Etc… 

• NOT included: acetone, xylenes, 
methylene chloride, et. al. 

 

“Unique” or “Special” Treatment – Example  



► Need a map showing where hazardous wastes are generated, 
accumulated, and treated AND routes for accessing these wastes 

• Satellite Accumulation Areas (SAAs), Central Accumulation Areas 
(CAAs), Treatment Units 

► FAQ #4 – radius (size) of the maps will depend on the size and 
complexity of the generator site (the map should help first 
responders identify and access areas where hazardous waste is 
likely to be present) 

► FAQ #6 – temporary SAAs and CAAs MUST be included on the map 

► FAQ #8 – SAA locations that change frequently may be able to mark 
the general region or buildings they are located (coordinate with 
local emergency responders) 

 

Map of Hazardous Waste Locations 
40 CFR 262.262(b)(4) 



EPA Region 7 Example 

► Can we 
improve? 

• North arrow 

• Reference 
to outside 
(parking) 

• More facility 
internal 
identifiers? 

• Amounts of 
HW? 

 



Taylor’s 
“Home” 
Example  



► Need a street map showing the facility in relation to surrounding 
businesses, schools, and residential areas 

• Locations of water supply (fire hydrants and flow rates) also 
commonly shown 

► FAQ #5 – radius (size) of the street maps will depend on the size 
and complexity of the generator site (the map should help first 
responders understand the facility’s local context) 

• Urban vs. rural considerations 

• Consider “expected mobility of any environmental releases and 
anticipated minimum evacuation distances” 
◆ DOT/PHMSA ERG 

 

 

 

Street Map of Surrounding Area & Water Supply 
40 CFR 262.262(b)(5) & (6) 



EPA Region 7 Example 

► Can we 
improve? 

• North arrow 

• Aerial 
Imagery 

• Location of 
Fire Dept. 

• Name & 
Phone of 
Businesses 

 



► Have an Intern prepare the site maps 

► FAQ 10B – opening a new SAA does not 
necessarily require an update to the QRG 
(not considered a “material increase” in 
the risk posed by hazardous waste) 
• New hazards from new hazardous 

waste streams would trigger an update 

► Watch out for changes to emergency 
response coordinators 

► Need emergency response equipment 
and their capabilities in Contingency 
Plan 

Random Tips & Tricks 

Source: Contingency Plans and the Quick 
Reference Guide, John Dotterweich (NJDEP) 



►Quick Reference Guides are coming 
to KS, NE, and MO (IA already) 

►Coordinate with your local 
emergency responders for an 
effective guide (and RCRA 
Contingency Plan) 

 

 

 

Concluding Thoughts 



► Final Rule, History, Links to Resources, etc. 
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/final-rule-hazardous-waste-generator-
improvements  

► State Adoption of Generator Improvements Rule 
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/where-hazardous-waste-generator-
improvements-rule-effect  

► Generator Improvements Rule – EPA Presentation 
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/presentation-slides-workshop-
hazardous-waste-generator-improvements-rule  

► FAQs on Rule Implementation 
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/frequent-questions-about-
implementing-hazardous-waste-generator-improvements-final  

► April 2022 Memo on Quick Reference Guide FAQs (RO 14943) 
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/details.xhtml?rcra=14943  
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Questions & Discussion 

Taylor Wilson, P.E. 

Managing Consultant – BCS Manager 

Trinity Consultants – Kansas City 

23600 College Blvd, Suite 203 

Olathe, KS 66061 

twilson@trinityconsultants.com  

(913) 731-1968 
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