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Background: where did the idea come from? 

 

Today’s Focus 

• Why should you care about Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure 

Plan compliance? 

• What’s new in the world of Spill Plans? 

• Professional Engineer certification: when do you really need it? 

• Anatomy of an audit, where do auditors look first? 

• Facility Diagram criteria that often goes overlooked 

• Important definitions 

• What constitutes “oil-like”? 

• Keep it simple… so you don’t get caught out of compliance 

• Other miscellaneous findings and best practices 
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Sources:  https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/311pen.pdf 
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What’s new in the world of spill plans? 

Sources:  https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/fact_sheet_11-05-09.pdf 

 



What’s new in the world of spill plans? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/spcc-guidance-regional-inspectors 

 

 



What’s new in the world of spill plans? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-04/documents/1_introduction_2014.pdf 
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Professional engineer certification: when do you really 

need it? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/my-facility-qualified-facility-under-spcc-rule 

 



Professional engineer certification: when do you really 

need it? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-04/documents/4_secondarycontainment_impracticability_2014.pdf 



Professional engineer certification: when do you really 

need it? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template 



Professional engineer certification: when do you really 

need it? 

Sources: http://www.peps.ohio.gov/Minutes/BoardMinutes%7C2014-05-27.aspx 



Professional engineer certification: when do you really 

need it? 

Sources: https://emergencymanagement.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/212085097-PE-certifying-an-SPCC-plan-in-a-different-state 
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Anatomy of an audit, where do auditors look first? 

• First and foremost – the cross reference sheet or table of contents 

– Does it match the 2008/2009 rules? 

– Does it have anything as “N/A” that should be addressed? 

– Does it address rules that don’t apply as if they do? 

• Facility Diagram 

– Does it meet the requirements of a facility diagram in the rules? 

– Does it reflect what’s observed during a facility walk-through? 

• Training and Inspection Records 

– Are there gaps in employee training? 

– Are inspection records signed by the appropriate person and retained for 3 years? 

– Do inspection forms meet or exceed an industry standard? 
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Facility diagram criteria that often goes overlooked 

• “Facility diagram, which must mark the location and contents of 

– each fixed oil storage container and the storage area where mobile or portable 

containers are located.  

• The facility diagram must identify  

– the location of and mark as “exempt” underground tanks that are otherwise 

exempted from the requirements of this part under §112.1(d)(4).  

• The facility diagram must also include  

– all transfer stations and connecting pipes, including intra-facility gathering lines 

that are otherwise exempted from the requirements of this part under 

§112.1(d)(11).” 

Sources: 40 CFR 112.7 
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Important definitions 

• Loading/unloading rack: a fixed structure (such as a platform, gangway) 

necessary for loading or unloading a tank truck or tank car, which is located 

at a facility subject to the requirements of this part. A loading/unloading rack 

includes a loading or unloading arm, and may include any combination of 

the following: piping assemblages, valves, pumps, shut-off devices, overfill 

sensors, or personnel safety devices. 

• Permanently closed means any container or facility for which: 

– (1) All liquid and sludge has been removed from each container and connecting 

line; and 

– (2) All connecting lines and piping have been disconnected from the 

container and blanked off, all valves (except for ventilation valves) have 

been closed and locked, and conspicuous signs have been posted on each 

container stating that it is a permanently closed container and noting the 

date of closure. 

Sources: 40 CFR 112.2 
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What constitutes “oil-like”? 

• U.S. Coast Guard list of petroleum and non-petroleum oils 

– “This list in not a complete list of oils regulated under 40 CFR part 112, rather a list 

of chemicals that are considered oil by the U.S. Coast Guard…  Some substances 

that have not been considered oils historically may be added to this list in the 

future if they are determined to have oil-like characteristics.”  

• SPCC Guidance for Regional Inspectors Section 2.2.3 

– For purposes of 40 CFR part 112, the CWA §311(b)(2) hazardous substances 

as identified under 40 CFR part 116 are not considered oils.  

Sources: https://www.steeltank.com/Portals/0/Petroleum%20and%20non-petroleum%20oils%20Revised.pdf 



What constitutes “oil-like”? 

Sources: https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/actions-initiated-month#water 

Note: NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
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Keep it simple… so you don’t get caught out of 

compliance 

• Wordy documents are harder to remember, otherwise we’d hand all our new 

employees a copy of the federal regulations and tell them to follow them 

• The more specific your plan is, the more likely you are to be non-compliant 

in an audit 

– For portable containers set a maximum that will fit in the storage area, not the 

maximum you expect to store 

– Use generic descriptions  

• 15W50 motor oil is just motor oil 

• Olive, canola, or sunflower seed oils are all vegetable-based oils 

• Establish a minimum and exceed expectations 

• Think about holidays (or other shutdowns) 
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Miscellaneous findings and best practices 

Findings 

• Not treating mobile refuelers that operate within a facility as a tank and 

lacking secondary containment 

• Ignoring the aboveground storage tank associated with a generator as  

oil-filled operational equipment 

• Forgetting about or under estimating storage capacity of oil-mixtures 

Best Practices 

• Think about your worst case release scenario and what actions would be 

required to contain it 

• Self audit bulk transfers, particularly those without loading racks 
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515-414-3933 
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